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BACK  TO   BASICS  The  Sweet  Briar  faculty  has 
voted  to  revise  the  specific  requirements  for  the  Sweet 
Briar  degree.    In  a  move  that  many  colleges  are  con- 
templating, Sweet  Briar  has  returned  to  a  more  extensive 
list  of  distribution  requirements  in  order  to  insure  that  all 
students  have  a  broad  base  in  the  liberal  arts. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  Sweet  Briar  students  have 
been  required  to  complete  a  semester  of  English,  a 
semester  of  laboratory  science,  and  a  year  of  physical 
education,  as  well  as  demonstrate  proficiency  in  a 
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foreign  language.    Under  the  new  program,  students  will 
again  take  one  semester  of  English,  a  year  of  physical 
education,  and  demonstrate  proficiency  in  a  foreign 
language.  They  will  also  be  required  to  take  two  courses 
in  literature  or  the  arts;  one  course  in  biology,  environ- 
mental studies,  or  psychology;  one  course  in  chemistry, 
mathematics,  or  physics;  one  course  in  the  social  sciences; 
one  course  in  classical  civilization,  European  civilization, 
history,  philosophy,  or  religion;  and  one  course  in  non- 
Western  studies. 


ATTITUDES 

TOWARDS  WOMEN  at  West  Point  haven't  changed 
much  since  the  Corps  began  admitting  women  in  1976, 
according  to  Sally  Ann  Poison  '78. 

Her  research  for  an  honors  thesis  in  psychology  is 
being  talked  about  in  California  and  Korea;  reports  of  her 
study  of  the  attitudes  of  cadets  at  West  Point  Military 
Academy  toward  women  have  been  picked  up  by  UPI  and 
printed  by  newspapers  across  the  country  and  abroad. 
Using  a  standard  test  for  measuring  attitudes,  Poison 
discovered  that  among  the  64  male  cadets  she  studied 
attitudes  haven't  changed  much  since  women  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Corps  in  July  of  1976.    "Women  go  against 
nature  in  assuming  positions  of  authority  over  men," 
"mothers  should  not  hold  jobs  outside  the  home,"  "wives 
should  let  their  husbands  make  the  ultimate  decisions," 
are  just  some  of  the  traditional  attitudes  espoused  by  male 
cadets  at  West  Point.  As  might  be  expected,  the  13  female 


cadets  whom  Poison  tested  disagreed  almost  entirely 
with  their  male  peers. 

In  addition  to  measuring  role  preferences,  Poison  used 
a  projective  cue  to  test  views  about  women  and  success. 
Cadets  were  asked  to  complete  a  story  beginning.  "At 
the  end  of  her  Junior  year  Ann  finds  herself  made  Regi- 
mental Commander  for  the  following  year,"  for  the  next 
ten  years  of  Ann's  life.   One  cadet  fantasized  that  shortly 
after  becoming  Regimental  Commander,  Ann  was  "found 
dead  in  the  Central  Area."  Over  two-thirds  of  the  male 
cadets  wrote  failure  stories  or  stories  exhibiting  strong 
resentment  toward  Ann  and  the  equal  rights  policies 
fostered  by  the  government. 

Poison  is  now  doing  similar  research  using  subjects 
from  different  backgrounds  and  age  groups.    Upon  grad- 
uating in  May,  she  hopes  to  pursue  graduate  work  in 
psychology.   If  we  were  asked  to  complete  Sally  Poison's 
story  for  the  next  ten  years,  we'd  predict:  success! 


"GOOD  MORNING, 

SWEET  BRIAR!"  If  certain  students  have  their  way, 
Sweet  Briar  will  soon  be  waking  up  to  its  very  own  radio 
station.  With  support  from  administration,  students,  alum- 
nae, and  Amherst  radio  station  WKYY,  Amy  Smith  '79  hopes 
to  initiate  an  FM  non-commercial  educational  station  which 
will  benefit  both  the  college  and  surrounding  communities. 

WSBC  will  be  on  the  air  five  to  seven  days  a  week 
from  12  to  18  hours  each  day.   A  full  range  of  classical, 
rock,  country,  jazz,  and  easy  listening  will  be  offered,  in 
addition  to  news  and  special  programming.   The  students 
also  hope  to  air  radio  plays,  special  campus  lectures, 


and  panel  discussions. 

A  possible  3-2  program  in  communications  with  Syra- 
cuse University  is  also  under  consideration,  for  which 
radio  experience  would   provide  excellent  background. 

WSBC  will  start  as  a  ten  watt  station,  and  possibly 
go  up  to  50  watts.  A  tower  will  be  placed  on  Manson  or 
Meta  Glass  dormitories  and  two  or  three  rooms  will  be 
needed  for  a  studio.   Some  equipment  has  already  been 
donated  by  WKYY  and  more  donations  are  expected. 
WKYY  will  also  donate  much  in  the  way  of  time  and 
expertise  in  setting  up  the  studio,  completing  the  elaborate 
FCC  application,  and  training  students. 


IN   MEMORIAM.  The  Sweet  Briar  community  was 
saddened  by  the  recent  deaths  of  Miss  Margaret  Banister 
and  Miss  Babette  Levy.   Both  had  been  associated  with 
the  college  for  a  number  of  years. 

Miss  Banister  died  on  November  18  at  the  age  of  83. 
A  well-known  author,  she  graduated  from  Sweet  Briar 
in  1916  and  served  as  the  first  public  relations  director 
of  the  college.   A  native  of  Lynchburg,  she  was  the  niece 
of  the  late  Miss  Meta  Glass,  who  was  president  of  Sweet 
Briar  from  1925  to  1946. 

Miss  Banister  also  served  as  the  President  of  the 
Alumnae  Association  and  as  Alumnae  Representative  to 
Sweet  Briar's  Board  of  Overseers.  She  spent  many  years 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  serving  successively  as  publicity 
woman  for  the  Women's  National  Democratic  Club  and 
as  assistant  editor  of  The  Washingtonian.   In  the  early 
months  of  World  War  II  she  became  chief  of  the  Women's 
Interests  Section  of  the  Army's  Bureau  of  Public  Relations 
in  the  Pentagon,  and  later  was  an  information  specialist 
in  the  Office  of  Public  Information  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  Defense. 

In  1956  she  moved  to  Charlottesville  and  began  to 
devote  herself  to  writing  fiction.   Her  first  novel,  "Tears 
Are  for  the  Living,"  appeared  in  1963,  followed  by  "Burn 
Then,  Little  Lamp"  in  1967,  both  published  by  Houghton 


Mifflin  Company. 

Miss  Banister  returned  to  the  Amherst  area  three 
years  ago  and  lived  on  Old  Stage  Road  near  Sweet 
Briar  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Miss  Levy  died  on  December  21  at  the  age  of  70.  She 
was  the  first  Charles  A.  Dana  Professor  of  English  at 
Sweet  Briar,  a  post  which  she  held  from  her  appointment 
in  1968  until  her  retirement  in  1973. 

A  1928  graduate  of  Hunter  College,  Dr.  Levy  received 
A.M.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Columbia  University  and 
an  A.M.  in  librarianship  from  the  University  of  Denver. 
She  taught  at  Hunter  College  from  1929  until  1966. 

In  1942  Dr.  Levy  won  the  Brewer  Prize,  given  by  the 
American  Society  of  Church  History  for  the  best  manu- 
script submitted  in  a  national  competition.   She  also  held 
two  grants  from  the  Institute  of  Early  American  History 
and  Culture.    In  addition  to  many  articles  published  in 
various  literary  and  historical  periodicals,  Dr.  Levy  was 
the  author  of  two  books:  Preaching  in  the  First  Half  Century 
of  New  England  History  (1942)  and  Early  Puritanism  in 
the  Southern  and  Island  Colonies  (1960). 

After  her  retirement  from  teaching,  Dr.  Levy  involved 
herself  in  working  for  the  Friends  of  the  Library  at  Sweet 
Briar,  serving  as  editor  of  its  publication  "The  Library 
Gazette." 


DOES   HISTORY 

REPEAT  ITSELF?  It  would  appear  that  it  does  in 
the  case  of  the  Sweet  Briar  Refectory.    Built  in  1906,  it 
served  as  the  only  dining  hall  facility  for  Sweet  Briar 
students  until  1925,  when  increased  enrollment  led  to  the 
construction  of  Reid  dormitory.  The  ground  floor  of  Reid 
was  used  as  a  second  dining  hall  until  1962  when,  again 
faced  with  growing  pains,  the  college  built  Meta  Glass 
dormitory  with  its  modern,  spacious  dining  area.   For  the 
first  19  years  of  Sweet  Briar's  history,  however,  the  Re- 
fectory provided  all  of  the  food  service  for  the  college. 

Now,  after  53  years  of  dual-dining  halls,  Sweet  Briar 
has  completed  a  study  on  the  feasibility  of  returning  to 
the  Refectory  as  the  one  source  of  food  service  for 
students.   Prompted  by  concerns  over  cost  effectiveness, 
efficiency,  productive  use  of  space,  and  student  lifestyles, 
the  preliminary  study  concluded  that  it  would  indeed  be 
beneficial  for  the  college  to  consolidate  its  dining  halls. 
The  survey,  which  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Overseers 
and  Directors  at  their  fall  meeting,  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  Oscar  Berninger,  director  of  dining  halls  at  Duke 
University. 

According  to  Berninger,  the  study  was  to  deter- 
mine what  effect  centralizing  food  services  would  have  in 
decreasing  costs,  thereby  reducing  increases  in  the 
college's  comprehensive  fee. 

Concerned  over  student  reaction  to  such  a  change, 
Berninger  telephoned  Sweet  Briar  students  over  the 
summer.   He  found  that  students  wanted  the  Refectory 
retained  in  its  present  form  and  that  almost  all  of  them 
preferred  eatirfg  in  the  Refectory  to  Meta  Glass.    None  of 


the  students  interviewed  wanted  the  sterile  atmosphere 
of  a  cafeteria;  all  preferred  family  style,  sit-down  meals 
at  dinner. 

The  current  need  for  renovation  of  the  Refectory  also 
played  a  central  part  in  initiating  the  study.   According 
to  President  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr.,  renovations  are 
necessary  with  or  without  consolidation;  with  some  ad- 
ditional changes  the  Refectory  can  become  more  efficient. 
"We  can  plan  on  saving  about  $90,000  a  year  in  operation 
costs,"  he  said. 

In  answer  to  student  concern  over  the  impact  of  such 
a  change  on  student  waitressing  and  food  service  per- 
sonnel jobs,  President  Whiteman  said,  "We  cannot  afford 
to  consolidate  unless  every  interest  can  be  met — staff 
and  student — and  unless  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  student  body."  He  added,  "there  are  two  basic  con- 
siderations: first,  whether  a  single  dining  hall  would  be 
a  good  thing  in  terms  of  the  whole  student  community — 
perhaps  advancing  the  further  integration  of  the  student 
body — and  second,  whether  the  consolidation  would 
promote  a  financial  savings  of  sufficient  magnitude  to 
justify  the  change." 

Preliminary  plans  include  an  addition  to  the  rear  of 
the  current  facility  to  serve  as  the  food  preparation  and 
serving  area.   An  upstairs  level  would  be  built  to    ac- 
commodate an  additional  300  students.  At  the  present  time, 
there  is  no  indication  that  the  staggered  meal-times  will 
be  abolished,  because  Sweet  Briar  still  has  to  deal  with 
the  problem  that  prompted  the  building  of  the  Reid  dining 
hall  53  years  ago:  667  very  hungry  young  women  who 
need  to  be  fed! 


ROTARY  INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOLARSHIPS,  which  cover  the  costs  of  tuition, 
room,  board,  travel,  and  other  expenses  for  a  year's  study. 
have  been  awarded  to  two  recent  Sweet  Briar  graduates. 

Marian  Dolan  76  will  study  at  the  University  of  Vienna 
in  Austria  next  year,  taking  courses  and  doing  research 
on  choral  music  in  the  classical  period.    As  it  is  part 
of  the  purpose  of  the  Rotary  Scholarship  to  provide  good 
will  ambassadors  from  the  United  States  to  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Miss  Dolan  will  also  speak  to  various  service 
clubs  in  Vienna. 

Barbara  Clark  77  will  spend  a  year  in  England  study- 


ing rehabilitation  engineering — the  design  of  equipment 
for  handicapped  persons.    She  hopes  to  work  with 
handicapped  people  upon  her  return,  designing  equipment 
to  increase  their  mobility  and  comfort.  Rather  than  work 
for  an  engineering  firm  designing  equipment,  she  feels 
that  "there  are  a  lot  of  emotional  as  well  as  physical 
things  to  understand  about  a  handicapped  person's  point 
of  view,  things  you  can't  understand  if  you  sit  in  some 
office.    You  might  design  something  that  helps  a  handi- 
capped person  get  around,  but  if  it's  ugly  or  grotesque, 
he  won't  use  it." 


ON  CAMPUS: 

MARGARET  LAURENT  78,  a  history  major  from 
Alexandria,  is  one  of  ten  undergraduates  awarded  a 
Marshall  Undergraduate  Scholarship  by  the  George  C. 
Marshall  Research  Foundation.   The  grant  enabled  her  to 
spend  January  Term  investigating  the  impact  of  the 
European  Recovery  Act  on  social  and  economic  conditions 
in  post-war  Italy. 

Many  of  our  INTERNATIONAL  STUDENTS  are  looking 
for  families  in  this  county  who  would  like  to  have  an 
adopted  daughter  for  all  or  part  of  the  summer.    If  you  are 
interested,  please  contact  Mrs.  Anne  Park,  Office  of 
Student  Affairs.  Sweet  Briar,  Virginia,  24595. 

Sweet  Briar  sophomore  TRUE  DOW  and  Assistant 
Professor  of  Physical  Education  JENNIFER  CRISPEN  were 
selected  to  play  on  the  Southeast  Regional  Women's 
Hockey  Team  at  the  National  Tournament  in  Denver, 
Colorado.   Participation  in  the  tournament  qualifies  players 
for  the  U.S.  Olympic  Squad  and  Development  Program. 

Sweet  Briars  first  varsity  SWIMMING  AND  DIVING 

TEAM  is  proving  that  a  grueling  training  program  can 
pay  off.   Daily  two-hour  workouts  and  jogging  have  helped 
the  24-member  squad  establish  themselves  as  a  team 
to  be  reckoned  with  by  area  colleges.    Sweet  Briar 
swimmers  have  defeated  teams  from  St.  Mary's,  Randolph- 
Macon  Woman's  College,  and  James  Madison  University, 
and  came  in  a  close  second  to  VPI  in  a  triple  meet  with 
Tech   and   Hollins.    The  divers   remain   undefeated, 
having  captured  events  at  all  of  the  above,  as  well  as 
defeating  the  VMI  cadets  in  an  intercollegiate  challenge 
meet. 


POPULAR  CULTURE  in  19th  century  Europe  will  be 
the  topic  for  a  national  symposium  hosted  by  Sweet  Briar 
in  March.  Sponsored  by  the  Sue  Reid  Slaughter  Fund 
and  directed  by  Associate  Professor  of  History  Michael 
Richards,  the  program  will  feature  scholars  from  across 
America  and  from  Canada  who  will  explore  the  ante- 
cedents of  the  20th  century  mass  culture  made  familiar 
to  Americans  through  movies,  television,  comic  books, 
and  other  media.    Keynote  speaker  Eugene  Weber,  Dean 
of  the  College  of  Letters  and  Science  at  UCLA,  will  speak 
on  the  theme  of  the  symposium,  "The  Transformation  of 
Popular  Culture  in  19th  century  Europe."   The  symposium 
will  be  open  to  the  Sweet  Briar  community  and  general 
public  as  well  as  to  scholars. 

"OIL  AND  ARMS  make  for  an  explosive  mixture, 
and  the  Persian  Gulf  may  well  replace  the  Arab-Israeli 
theater  as  the  world's  most  dangerous  conflict  zone  of  the 
1980's."  according  to  Dr.  Joseph  Smaldone,  Public 
Affairs  Officer  at  the  Naval  Surface  Weapons  Center  in 
Maryland.   Dr.  Smaldone  was  one  of  four  experts  who 
focused  on  the  tense  situation  in  the  Middle  East  during 
this  year's  February  Forums.  Other  speakers  who  dis- 
cussed Islamic  politics,  religion,  art,  and  culture  and  their 
explosive  mix  with  the  economics  of  oil  included  Sweet 
Briar  Professor  of  Economics  Reuben  G.  Miller,  Lynch- 
burg College  Professor  of  Religion  William  R.  Goodman, 
Jr.,  and  Lynn  Jenkins,  associate  curator  of  Islamic  art 
at  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Museum.    The  February 
Forums  is  a  yearly  program  presented  by  the  Sweet  Briar 
Alumnae  Association's  Continuing  Education  Committee. 


SWEET   BRIAR   DAY  was  celebrated   by  over  33 
alumnae  clubs  this  year  with  the  newest  and  farthest 
afield  gathering  taking  place  at  the  American  Episcopal 
Cathedral  in  Paris.  France.    Over  60  alumnae  and  their 
husbands  were  hosted  by  Julie  Siebels  Northup  '68  and 
her  husband  Frederick,  canon  of  the  Cathedral.   Robert  C. 
Marshall,  director  of  the  Junior  Year  in  France,  and  Robert 
W.  Artinian,  chairman  of  modern  languages  at  Sweet  Briar, 
who  was  teaching  a  Winter  Term  course  in  Provence, 
both  attended,  along  with  Sweet  Briar  students  studying  in 
Paris,  Provence,  and  elsewhere  in  France. 


Several  members  of  the  Sweet  Briar  community  par- 
ticipated in  other  Sweet  Briar  Day  programs.  Associate 
Professor  of  Art  History  Aileen  Laing  spoke  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Professor  of  Religion  Gregory  Armstrong  and 
Associate  Professor  of  History  Michael  Richards  traveled 
to  Texas,  and  Vice  President  and  Treasurer  Peter  V.  Daniel 
attended  the  Norfolk  celebration.  The  faculty  members 
gave  slide  show  presentations  of  interdisciplinary  pro- 
grams at  Sweet  Briar  as  they  explained  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities  Challenge  Grant  to  the 
College. 


GRANTS  AND   BEQUESTS   The  Easley  Foundation 

of  Lynchburg,  a  charitable  trust  established  by  the  late 
Andrew  Horsley  Easley  and  Anne  Owen  Easley,  has  made 
an  initial  gift  of  $5,000  to  establish  the  Easley  Scholarship 
Fund  at  Sweet  Briar.  F.  G.  Davidson,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  Foundation,  has  advised  the 
College  that  the  Foundation  intends  to  make  additional 
gifts  over  the  next  several  years  so  as  to  eventually  have  a 
fund  of  at  least  $50,000.   In  announcing  the  gift,  President 
Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr.,  said  "There  is  no  more  pressing 
need  today  that  that  of  providing  additional  financial 
aid  funds.  As  costs  go  up,  so  too  does  the  average  size 
of  necessary  awards  to  balance  student  budgets;  moreover, 
we  seek  to  enlarge  our  aid  recipient  group  from  20%  to 
25%  of  the  student  body." 

The  IBM  Corporation  has  made  a  grant  of  $15,000  to 
the  College  in  support  of  a  highly  innovative  career 
counseling  program,  which  will  enable  faculty  to  learn  at 
first  hand  about  career  opportunities  and  requirements  in 
today's  job  market.   Equipped  with  direct  "real  world" 
experience  and  contact,  faculty  can  more  realistically  help 
their  students  plan  and  prepare  for  careers  in  business. 
Representative  faculty  from  different  disciplines  will 
acquire  information  on  personnel  needs,  employment 
policies,  and  career  opportunities  through  visits  to  local 
industries  and  businesses,  short-term  summer  experiences 
in  different  industrial  and  business  settings,  and  visits  to 
graduate  schools  and  industries  directly  related  to  their 
own  disciplines.    For  three  successive  years,  a  single 
faculty  member  will  be  selected  to  gain  actual 
business  work  experience  through  an  internship,   per- 
sonnel exchange  program,  or  other  device.    Returning 
faculty  will  then  engage  in  workshop  sessions  where 
they  will  assess  their  experiences  and  plan  how  best  to 
disseminate  the  information  gained  in  the  field  to  other 
faculty  as  well  as  to  students. 

The  Sears-Roebuck  Foundation  has  made  an  un- 
restricted grant  of  $4,750  to  Sweet  Briar,  along  with  24 
other  privately  supported  colleges  and  universities  in 
Virginia. 


Thanks  to  funds  raised  by  the  Friends  of  Art,  the 

following  works  of  art  were  recently  acquired  for  Sweet 
Briar's  permanent  collection:    1)  Edward  Corbett.    "June 
1963,  Untitled,"  1963.  oil,  18"  x  24".    2)  Joseph  Albers. 
"Interaction  of  Color,"  1963,  text:  80  pages,  bound; 
commentary,  48  pages,  bound;  80  folders  with  200  color 
studies  printed  by  silkscreen,  four-color  separation  and 
photo-offset;  cloth  case.  3)  Isabel  Mcllvain.   "Sleeping 
Female  Nude,"  plaster  sculpture,  30"  long. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  following  gifts  in  kind 
have  been  made  to  the  Friends  of  Art:  Anonymous, 
"Diana,"  by  Richard  Miller,  1972,  sculpture;  Rodman 
Townsend,  framed  posters  announcing  art  exhibitions; 
Mrs.  Walter  D.  Toy,  Jr.  (Sarah  Everett  '28),  bronze  bust  of 
Anne  Gary  Taylor,  President  Emerita  of  Sweet  Briar,  by 
the  donor;  Lucia  W.  Woods  '59,  two  framed  color  photo- 
graphs, by  the  donor;  Mrs.  Cordelia  Penn  Cannon  '34, 
"Man's  Head"  by  Lester  Johnson,  pastel;  Victor  W. 
Henningsen,  Sr.,  "First  Snow,"  by  Carl  Wuermer,  and 
"Sunny  Morning,"  by  Richard  Miller,  oils;  Mrs.  Edward 
W.  Lane,  Jr.,  "The  Music  Lesson,"  by  Thomas  Hart 
Benton,  lithograph;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Cone, 
"Figure  Carrying  Bundle  Upstairs,"  by  Jillian  Denby,  1973, 
oil. 

In  its  first  year,  the  Friends  of  Art  have  given  a  total 
of  $10,680,  plus  $17,876  in  gifts  in  kind  and  $2,000  in 
pledges,  making  a  grand  total  of  $30,556  to  strengthen 
the  College's  permanent  collection  of  art. 

A  gift  of  $254,285  from  Mrs.  Hattie  Mae  Samford's 

estate  has  been  presented  to  Sweet  Briar  by  Mrs. 
Samford's  daughter  Ann,  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Upchurch  '48, 
of  Birmingham,  Alabama.   This  grant  was  designated 
for  the  College's  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
Challenge  Grant  for  interdisciplinary  studies  in  the 
humanities.   A  total  of  $241,000  in  new  and  increased 
private  gifts  remains  to  be  raised  by  June  30,  1979  in  order 
to  match  3  for  1  the  NEH  grant  of  $195,000.    Mrs. 
Upchurch's  twin  daughters,  Katherine  and  Virginia,  are 
also  alumnae  of  the  College,  class  of  1972. 


FACULTY   NOTES:  Assistant  Professor  of  Music 
JANE  PERRY-CAMP  was  one  of  the  first  selected  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Collegiate  School's  new  "Visiting  Scholar 
in  Residence"  Program.   Dr.  Perry-Camp  spent  three  days 
in  January  at  the  Richmond  school,  teaching  seminars 
and  presenting  lecture-recitals.    Her  popular  Winter  Term 
recital  tour  was  extended  into  February  as  she  performed 
at  St.  Catherine's  School  (Richmond),  Southern  Seminary 
Junior  College,  St.  Mary's  College,  and  Chatham  Hall 
School.  Perry-Camp  will  perform  later  in  the  spring  at  the 
Danville  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  History  (an  affiliate 
of  the  Virginia  Museum)  and  at  Liberty  Baptist  College. 
She  was  recently  invited  to  present  a  paper,  "A  Laugh 
A  Minuet:  Humor  in  Late-Eighteenth  Century  Music,"  at  a 
meeting  of  the  South  East  Chapter  of  the  American  Society 
for  Eighteenth-Century  Studies. 


The  Washington  Post  dance  reviewer  had  high  praise 
for  DIANE  BAUMGARTNER,  instructor  in  theatre  arts, 
who  was  guest  artist  with  the  Jan  Taylor  Dance  Theater  at 
the  Washington  Project  for  the  Arts,  Jan.  20-22.   Calling 
her  "a  dancer  of  intriguing  quality  who  has  some  serious 
and  distinctive  choreographic  notions  of  her  own,"  he 
said,  "Baumgartner  works  with  music  of  substance  and 
originality  and  comes  up  with  evocative  dance  concepts — 
animalian  (sic)  stealth  in  "Primal  Moves";  deadpan 
slouching  in  "Monologue  for  Two";  Grahamesque  Soul- 
searching  in  "Reflections."  In  "Monologue"  Baumgartner 
also  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  partner — Lisa  Caldwell — 
of  compelling  presence."   (Lisa,  a  sophomore,  and  Sissy 
Dudley,  a  freshman,  are  SBC  dance  students  who  also 
performed  with  Ms.  Baumgartner.) 


HENRY  JAMES,  Librarian  of  Sweet  Briar  College. 
has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Southern  Region  II 
of  the  Virginia  Library  Association.   One  of  his  assign- 
ments will  be  to  prepare  for  representation  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  Libraries  and  Information  Science 
to  be  held  in  1979.   James  is  also  chairman  of  the  Lynch- 
burg Library  Cooperative,  which  arranges  to  share  the 
resources  and  services  of  13  academic,  public,  and  special 
libraries  in  the  area. 


Recent  faculty  works  accepted  for  publication  include: 
"The  Myth  of  Racial  Strife  and  Merina  Kinglists:  The  Trans- 
formation of  Texts,"    "Some  Words  About  Malagasy 
Historical  Literature,"  and  "Political  Ritual  and  the  Decline 
of  Monarchy  in  Nineteenth  Century  Imerina"  by  Assistant 
Professor  of  History  GERALD  M.  BERG;  "Aesthetics  and 
Phenomenology"  and  The  Book  of  Sweet  Repose  by 
Visiting  Lecturer  in  Philosophy  and   Religion  ILEANA 
MARCULESCU. 


PATRICIA  TAYLOR,  assistant  professor  of  sociology, 
has  received  a  $103,000  grant  from  the  National  Institute 
for  Education.  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  to  conduct  an  18-month  study  of  the  effect  of 
education  on  career  advancement  among  Federal 
civilian  employees,  based  on  U.S.  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission data  from  1963-77.    She  and  her  husband,  Dr. 
Burke  Grandjean,  who  is  assistant  professor  of  sociology 
at  the  University  of  Virginia,  will  work  together  on  this 
project,  seeking  answers  to  the  following  questions: 

1)  Does  the  college  major  affect  career  advancement? 

2)  Does  level  of  educational   attainment  affect  not  only 
job  entry  but  also  subsequent  job  mobility?    3)  Is  there 
transferability  of  job  skills?   4)  What  job  skills  permit  the 
greatest  amount  of  occupational  mobility  and  occupa- 
tional change? 

Dr.  Taylor,  who  spent  two  years  as  a  statistician  with 
the  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission  before  coming  to 
Sweet  Briar  this  fall,  is  interested  in  race  relations  and 
stratification,  while  her  husband  has  studied  complex 
organizations.    Both  hold  Ph.D.'s  from  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Austin. 


PROFIS  (Program  for  Introductory  Sociology)  is  a 
computer  program  designed  by  Associate  Professor  of 
Sociology  GEORGE  CONKLIN  to  introduce  mathematical 
concepts  used  in  sociology.    It  consists  of  homework 
assignments  using  a  computer  terminal  which  gives  data 
and  feedback  to  students  as  a  supplement  to  course 
lectures.   The  program  is  being  implemented  with  funds 
provided  by  the  National  Science  Foundation's  Local 
Course  Involvement  Program  and  is  now  used  on  a  trial 
basis  in  sociology  classes  at  Sweet  Briar,  Randolph-Macon 
Woman's  College,  and  Lynchburg  College. 


DIANE  MORAN,  instructor  in  art  history,  is  rapidly 
becoming  known  as  the  leading  authority  on  the  work  of 
Los  Angeles  modernist  painter  Lorser  Feitelson.   She  is 
the  author  of  a  major  article  in  "Art  International"  (Oct.- 
Nov.  1977)  on  Feitelson  and  will  have  another  article  in 
the  spring  issue  of  the  "American  Art  Review"  on  Feitelson 
and  his  wife  Helen  Lundeberg,  another  well-known 
painter.   Moran  has  also  been  asked  to  write  the  entire 
catalog  for  an  upcoming  large  retrospective  show  of 
Feitelson's  work  at  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art. 


On  Tuesday,  January  17,  listeners  to  WBAI-FM  in  the 
New  York  area  heard  an  interview  with  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  English  WILLIAM  SMART  and  two  Fellows  from 
the  Virginia  Center  for  the  Creative  Arts.   Smart  is  the 
Director  of  the  VCCA,  which  began  year-round  operation 
at  Sweet  Briar  this  fall. 

ERNEST  P.  EDWARDS,  Dorys  McConnell   Duberg  Pro- 
fessor of  Ecology,  has  announced  the  following  Special 
Ecology  Programs  during  April  and  May: 

1.  Birds  and  Wildflowers  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway. 
Saturday,  April  29,  8  a.m.-4  p.m.  $15  per  person  ($3  dis- 
count for  SBC  alumnae);  includes  lunch  at  Peaks  of 
Otter  Lodge.    Min.  3  persons;  max.  5  persons.    Full  fee 
with  registration;  half  refundable  until  April  1. 

2.  Alumnae  College,  Special  Ornithology-Ecology 
Option,  May  17-19,  immediately  preceding  Alumnae  Re- 
union.   Alumnae  and  their  families  only.    Approximately 
$60  comprehensive  fee.    Registrations  should  be  sent 
directly  to  the  Alumnae  Office. 

3.  Bird-walk,  May  20  or  21,  about  6:30-8:30  a.m. 
During  Alumnae  Reunion  for  alumnae  and  their  families 
only.    No  charge,  no  advance  registration. 

4.  Birds  and  the  Natural  World.    Special  noncredit 
course  in  Ornithology  and  Ecology,  May  26-31.  Compre- 
hensive fee  $185  (some  scholarships  available).    Min.  5 
persons,  max.  14  persons.  Nonrefundable  deposit  $15. 

To  register,  or  for  further  information,  write  Dr. 
Edwards,  Special  Ecology  Programs,  Sweet  Briar  College. 

The  following  faculty  members  have  been  granted 
sabbatical  leaves  for  all  or  part  of  1978-79:  Professor  of 
French  MARIE  THERESE  SOMMERVILLE,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  German  RONALD  HORWEGE,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  JOHN  McCLENON,  Professor  of  Music  JOHN 
SHANNON,   Professor  of  English   RICHARD   ROWLAND, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Music  ALLEN  HUSZTI,  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Studio  Art  LOREN  OLIVER. 

The  Sweet  Briar  Faculty  Fellowship  Grant  of  $10,000 
for  1978-79  has  been  awarded  to  Professor  of  Studio 
Art  LOREN  OLIVER.   The  purpose  of  the  award  is  to  give 
its  recipients  opportunities  for  professional  and  personal 
development  through  association  with  other  scholars  or 
creative  artists  in  their  fields,  and  through  study  of  recent 
developments  in  their  disciplines.   Oliver  plans  to  spend 
the  year  in  painting  and  study  on  the  coast  of  New 
England. 
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